Eumoia Ty Ages : \ | f 
OR 


A VINDICAT ION, 
OF 


A Regulated Incloſure. 
Wherein is plainly proved, that 


Incloſure of Commons in general and the 
Incloſure of Catthorp in the County 


of Leiceſter in particular, are 
both lawful and laudable. 


As alſo that thoſe evils which do too 
uſually accompany Incloſure of Cemmons, are not 
the faults of Incloſure,bur of ſome Incloſers only. 


By Jos zen Ln = Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


And herein ds I exerciſe my ſelf, to have alwaies a conſcience vaidof 
offence toward God and toward man, AR. 24. 16. 


But ſandifie the Lord God in your heart, and be re«dy alwaies to 
give an anſwer to every man that asketh you a reaſon of the hope 
that is in you wito meekneſſe and fear; Having a good con/cience, 
that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil doers, they may be 
aſhamed _ falſly accuſe your good converſation in Chriſt, 1 Pet, 
3.15, 16, 


Si ſufficiat accuſare, quis innocens erit ? 
Allegatio ſine probatione calumnia. 
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The Epifile to the Reader. 


, TO 


Chriſtian and courrecus Reader, 


T may be thou mayeſt wonder, that [I 
a Mi.iſt. r of the Goſpel ſhovlc medole 
with a buſineſle of this nature: The 
truch is, I wonder more at wy {clf, be- 

ing very conſcious of my little cxperience in the 

things of this woild : This {1bje& is not plea- 

ſing unto me, but neceflity commands, ard I 
obey. I haye bcen charged to a& cgairſt ccn- 
ſcience in giving my conſent to this Ircloſure, I 
have been challenged to preach in pu. blick, what I 
have privately profcſſed to be my judgement , bur 
Judge it not convenient to anſwer this cha.lenge,for 
theſe Reaſons, 

1. WhenlI come into the pulpir, I come upon 
my Maſters buſinefle, not my own. | 
2. Iam very ſer.fibie that if our p+lpits had ſoun- 
ded more of the things of Chriſt, and 1fle of the 
things of the world, ic had becn better with us then ir 
is this day. 
A 2 3.1 
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3. What falleth from the mouth is oft perverted, | 
milconſtrued and falfly reported, but /:tera ſerip- 
14 manet, what I write thou maiſt judge of; I | 
chooſe therefore this way, to let thee know that I | 
have not ſinned againſt conſcience, I have done | 
nothing in this buſineſle conſcience doubting, much | 
Icſſe oppoſing, and I hope not erringe 2ui/va;, cons 
{cience, is a double knowledge, and hath a dou- 
ble aſpeR, it looks backward and forward z back- 
wards upon Gods will revealed, forwards upon 
our own ations performed ; I blefſe God I, have 
compared both theſe, and examined this bulineſſe 
in that lughcſt Court on earth, and I finde' my 
felf cleared in that the Judge doth not condemn the 
fat, True I know [I have ſinned in this ation, as 
I have in all my beſt dutics and moſt fervent prayers; 
if the Lord ſhould be extreme to mark what I 
haze done amiſle in my holy things, T am not 
al;:. to anſwer him one word for a thouſand ſtns 
but © to the ation it ſelf, I finde Gods waies 
and tuy will to meet, and no contradition be- 
riveen Gods precepts and my actions; God having 
no where prohibited, what I have herein practifed ; 

'Jo".3 21, ſeeing therefore my heart condemns me nor, I have 
confidence towards God, and conſequently ſolid 
conſolation, againſt all the uncharitable ſurmiſes, 
opprobrious imputations and falſe accuſations of 

: men: I paſle very little to be judged by thee or 
mans judgement, he that judgeth is the Lord: yea 
although ſome of Gods own fhould have hard and. 


harſhthoughrs of me, yet God will not _— me: 
ON- 
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| Conſcience is Gods Court of Chancery, and that 

| xlief I meet within that high Court of equity, is proy, 1s. 
| to me a continual feaſt ; God I am ſure will not 's- 
| condemn, whom a good conſcience rightly infor- 

| med doth acquit: I fay rightly informed, perhaps 

| ſome will ſay, that is peritio prencipii, a taking that 

| for granted, which is not proved. Truly I have 

| negleted no means of information, conlidering as 
well what was ſaid againſt it, as what was faid for 
it: neither did I do it ſuddenly, but upon mature 
deliberation, and upon reſult, Iam now very con- 
fident, that the lawfulnefle and laudability of the 
ircloſure by us practiſed, isin theſe papers fully con- 
firmed , but I may not be Judge in mine own cauſe, 

I leave them therefore ro thy candid cenſure : Firſt 

I pray conſider what I have ſaid, and then judge 
w:thour prejudice and partiality : and the Lord give 
thee, and me alſo, underſtanding in this, and in all 
things, which is the earneſt prayer of oþ 


Coresbarch, 
Nov.iz, 


Thy friend, Fofeph Lee. 


Si guid noviſti reflius iſtis, - 
Candidus imperti ; fi non;his utere mecum. 


Tf ought thou knoweſt better to be, 
Impart it; elſe uſe theſe with me, 
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A 
VINDICATION 


OF 
A Regulated Incloſure. 


Ruth is the daughter of Time, and Time the diſl- 
covery of Truth : all is not gold that glifſtereth, 
nor all truth that ſeems ſo 3 Truth ir felf may 

VS be ſometimes clouded and unknown to many 

lovers of ic ;a glazed piece may paſle a while 
for currant coyn, when good maney a little blurred is re- 
fuſed, but time and truth will bring ic to the touchſtone : 

a gilded error may ſcem a glorious truth, but time and 

eruth will manifeſt it to be at beſta flouriſhing falſhood. 

A pretended error is ſometimes truth concealed ; unmask 

it, and it proveth truth revealed. Allthings are not fin- 

full which are (o eſteemed ; as thereare ſins reall, ſo there 
are fins imaginary ; as there are fins of Gods making 
which his Law hath forbidden, ſo there are fins of the 

Devils making : the god of this world hath ſo blinded the 

eyes of the Idolater, that he judgeth it to be his fin nor 

to bow toan Idol; and the Heretick, that he judgeth it 
co be his lin not to oppoſe the Goſpel. And there are fins 
alſo of mens making, which mans brain doth fancy to be 
lins. 
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fins, od hath not prohibited them : beleeveic 
Chriſtians, it we be truly ſenſible of thoſe great and 
od-provoking crimes, and daly deviations from the 


will of God, which we ruſh upon as the horſe ruſheth 

into the battel; we have little need to adde unto our 

burden, by charging our ſelves with fins which God hath 

not made fins, and imputing fins to our ſelves which God 

doth not impute unto us : that God which hath con- 

demned wil-worſhip and felf-deviſed ſervice, who bath re- 

quired this at your bands? Iſa. x. 12. doth not approve that 

we ſhould condemn our ſelves for ſelf-deviſed ſins. Tc 

hath paſſed for an undeniable maxime amongſt ſome,that 

all incloſure of Commons is ſinful z but time and truth 

hath now diſcovered, that incloi ure in it ſelf is no way 

vitious, but neceſſary at leait for the well being of the 
Common-wealth. The proof of this is the task I have KL 
undertaken, viz That ſome Incloſure cannot juſtly be 
charged with fin : if you call for example for the berter 
affurance, I preſent you here with one, wherein I am 
moſt concerned, viz. the intended Inclofure of Cattborp in 
the County of Leiceſter: That which I have co ſay 
herein, T ſhall reduce to two heads, viz. That the Incloſure 
of Catthorp is, 

1. Lawfull. 


2. Laudable. 
And conſequently not finfull. 

1. That the Incloſure of Catthorp is lawful, appeareth 
becauſe it doth no injury to any : that it doth no injury 
appeareth, becauſe it is profitable to all concerned therein : 
Now there are four ſorts of men beſides our ſelves to be 
conſidered, 1. The Minifter. 2. The Poor. 3. The Cot- 
tages. 4. The Tenants. 

Thar itis profitable to our ſelves, I think few will de- 
yz elſe what mean thoſe outcries againſt us, that filthy 

icre 18 ourend; or if it be not, volenti non fit injuria, we are 

illing to ſuffer that wrong. 


That 
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That it is profitable#to all others concerned as wel] 
as our ſelves, appeareth by conſidering them apart. 

1, It is profitable to the Minifter; becauſe his living, 
never worth above 60 /. per annum, and fometimc in bad 
years but 40. or 501. will be made worth $0 /. prr annum, 
we having cevenanied conſtantly to pay unty him and 
his ſucceſſors for ever, in lieu of his tithes out +. /. 
per annum, the Glebe at 15 s. by the acre wil! make u; 
the reſt; beſides he himſelf hath conſented :t& it, and 
therefore it probable would not injure himſel:. 

2. Thepoor, now having no part of the Fizids nor 
Commons belonging to their houſes, will hereby gair 
14. acres of Land, which we have freely given unto thern 
to be ſetled upon Feoffees in truft for the uſe vi the 

or of Catthorp for ever, by the ſame Law that our own 

nds are ſet}ed upon our ſelves, ſo that none can ever de- 
prive then; of ir. 

3-Ic will be advantagious to the Cottagers whoſe Com- 
mony —_ now worth conmunibus annis, but 8. or 9 i. per 
anum, will be made worth 35 s. per annum ar the leaſt. 

4+ The advantage of the Tenants I confeſſe will be 
according to the . <— of the Landlord with them ; 
That we will not deal kindly with them, none have 
reaſon to prejudge ; or if any of us ſhould rack our Rents 
in incloſure, it is not the fault of the incloſure, bue the 
incloſers, and that not as incloſers, but as unmercifull 
Landlords ; have we not the ſame power to do the like 
in common fields, if the Lord do not give us more mer- 
ciful hearts? Thope we ſhall ſtop the mouthes of all 
gainſayers in this particular. Sure 1am they will be great 
pgainers, although they ſhould pay a double Rent, if 
that be true, which the Petitioners to the Parliament 
againſt Incloſure did affirm, viz. That men by Incloſure 
do makea treble advantage of their Lands, abſurdly al- 
ledging that as an argument againſt it, which in ſound 
Judgement is a good argument for it. 
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R  __ Obje&. The allowance ts the Poor will nit be ſufficient for their 
| Maintenance. 

Anſw. We are bound by the Law to provide for the 
impotent poor (if this be not ſufficient) as much as in 
common fhelds, the Law injoyns us co provide tor their 
being, this we adde in charity for their better being ; 
£xcept_ the ancient Cottages which have land laid 
out in licu oftheir Commons, there are only four cre- 
Qed Cottages in the Town, and- for preſent there are 
not above twelvz perſons, men, women and children, 
that do, or at leaft can pretend to poverty : the 14. Acres 
given to the poor, will be worth in time 14 |. per annum, 
which will amount co five pence by the week to every 
poor inhabitant, which will be a good help to them : 
ſureI am, ycung people are very eager to marry into 
our Town, being incouraged by that large proviſion we 
have made for the poor, 

Obje&. It will wrong the Poor, becauſe they will want work 
when the Town is Incliſed. 

Anſw. Except two or three old men, who are unable 
to work, whoſe ſons are Tradeſmen, asal(o the reſt of 
the Cottages, there are only three day-labourers .in the 
Town ; Is it probable that the cutting of hedges, threſh- 
ing of corn, and keeping of grounds as ſhepherds, ſhould 
not findethem as much work as they had before ? Credat 
Judew Apela, nm ego. | 

Anſw. 2. Many poor are maintained in working about 
Wool and Cloth in this Nation, eſpecially in thoſe 
parts which are generally incloſed, and theſe kept in 
conſtant work ; whereas in the common fields divers pocr 
men inthe winter have not three daies work in the week 
co maintain their family : I have heard a godly man an 
experimental] Clothier afficm, that if there was an effc- 
frual courſe taken, that no Wool might be tranſported 
beyond ſea, no poor manor wotaan in England, that is 

"illing to work, couldlack work. 

Arſw. 3. Have not the Lawes of the Land ſufficiently 

pro- 
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provided, that none ſhall want work ? it any in Cattherp 
ſhould want work, may they not be relieved upon their 
own complaint to the next Juſtice of Peace? To what 
end were the Laws made if not to be executed ? 

Obje&. It will depopulate, Incloſure being uſually attended 
with plucking down of konſes, and deſtroying of T 9wns- 

Anſw. As there are many depopulations in Incloſure, 
ſo there are many Incloſures without depopulation, as 
in particular, Market Boſworth, Coten, Carlton, Shenton, all 
in one pariſh : Nelſon, Cadsby, Upton, Bilſon, Stapleton, Twi- 
croſs, Barton, Higham, Stoke, Golding, which Towns are all 
near together: the like may be ſaid of Little Glenn, Croft, 
Aſbly Magna, Coford, Woſcot, and divers others z in which 
places although they have been incloſed ſome twenty, 
ſome thirty, ſome forty, or fifty years ; there is neither 
depopulation nor decay of houfts : if ſome Incloſers de- 
populate, theſe things are vitia perſenarumnon rei, the faults 
of the perſons, not the thing z the offences of ſome 
Incloſers, not incloſure. Are depopulation and incloſure 
inſeparable companions ? no, this a meer non ſequitur, it 
followeth not : as if a man ſhould ſay, becauſe many are 
drunk in an Inne, therefore there ought to be no Inne 
to entertain travellers: And this I am the more conhr- 
med in, becauſe they that preach and write and talk moſt 
againſt Incloſure, bring not an argument aganſt Inclo- 
ſure as incloſure, but againſt depopulating incloſures, 
ſuch and ſuch incloſures, which to meis an evidence that 
they are convinced in their conſciences, that ſome Inclo- 
ſures are lawful. 

Anſw. 2. When Incloſfure doth produce depopulation, 
it is only in ſuch Towns as are in the hands of one or 
few men, and not in ſuch Towns where there are ſeverall 
frecholders of ſmall Tenementrs, as itis with us at Catthorp ; 
our whole continent being but about five hundred and 
eighty acres, is now in the hands of eight Free-holders, 
and five or fix ancient Cottages, who are alſo Free- 


holders, 
B 2 Anſw. 
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An'w. 3. We have covenanted fo far as we can by Law 
co uphold: all our ancient Tenements and Cottages to be 
continued habications, and a comperent quantity of Lar.d 
to be uſed with each ot them. 

Reply. But Covenants will not binde poſterity, they may depopu- 
ate, although you do not. 

An'w. We havedone our utmoft to binde poſterity and 
ſuccefforsz if our afts will not binde them, the defe& is not 
in us, bur in'the Lawes of the Land. 

A4nſw. 2. \t after ages ſhould depopulate, the fault is not 
ours, who have declared vur diſlike of it and done our ' 
utmoſt to prevent it, bur theirs who ſhall be the afors 
in ſuch devaſtations, it being alicady clearly demon- 
ſtrated, that depopulation doth not neccflarily follow 
incloſure. 

Anſw. 3. After ages might deſtroy their habitations in 
Common-felds,althongh it had not been incloſed,and this 
all will grant would rot be our fault. Mr. Caldecct (who 
ts only in a capacity to depopulate, becauſe he alone hath 
more Tenements than one ) it he was of that minde,might 
pluck down his two Tenements, which he now ſerterh 
to Tenants, and lay his Land to his own houſe and plow 
*t himſelf with ewo good Teams as it lyeth in Com- 
mon ; fo that he might depopulate alchough he ſhould 
not incloſe : our Incloſure then will prevent depopulati- 
on, at leaft for this time rather then occa{ivn ir. 

Anſw. 4. It was well obſerved by the Author of the 
Anſwer to Mr. Moores Sermon, that ſuch depopulations 
as accompany Incluſure are uſually made at ti:ft, and 
not in ſucceeding generations : I know a Tuwn which 
was depopulated upon the fick incloſiure s>2uc fifty years 
{ince ; bur fince the firſt depopulation, nut one houle de- 
cayed, but divers houſ:s increaſed, 

Obje&. Tou will keep f:wer ſervants, and ſo depspuiate. 

Anſw. As many maid-ſervants will be employed as be- 
fure, there are but. about ten men-ſervants and ſhepherds 
ep:vloyed by all the Farmers and Husbandmen in the 

Town, 
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Town az it lyeth in Commons, and there will be ſix or 
ſeven kept in Incloſure. It's conteſſed, that it's probable 
three or four ſhepherd-boyes will be neceiluated to lay 
alide that idle imployment : which in very many places 
proves deſtruQive, ſpecially to the ſouls of chuſe Lads ; 
inthar,poor creatures, they are brought up by this means, 
without cither civill or religious education, when on 
the work-daies they ſhould be at ſchool, and vn the Lords 
day at Church, to learn the waies of God, they are play- 
ing at nine holes under a buſh, in the interim their cat- 
tell make a prey on their neighbors corn, and they them- 
ſelves are made a prey to Satan, being ſo rooted and ri- 
veted into lin being young, that many times they live and 
die in a total ignorance of God: and Goſpel: now if 
upon the Incloſure ſuch boyes as theſe, be ſet to trades 
and ſuch like imployments, wherein they may more con» 
veniently frequent Gods Ordinances, and come to the 
ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, will any call this depopu- 
lation ? | | 

Anſw. 2. Let it be granted that our land and bulineſle Iy- 
ing nearer together fewer ſervants will be kept; are any 
bound to keep more fervants then are needtul for their 
bufineſſe ; or may they nor caſt how to do the fame bu- 
finefſe with leaſt labour : Fruftra ft per plura quod fieri poteſt 
per paucioray, In vain that is done by more, which may be 
done by lelſe : Isa man bound to keep ſervants to pill 
ſtrawes or labour in vain ? by what Law ? if this prin- 
ciple be good, that all arebound ſo to carry on their af- 
fairs in the world, as to imploy ſervants, although to 
their own diſadvantge; I dare ſay, the much applauded 
plough muſt be caft into theditch, and much admired ma- 
nuſaRure of tillage muſt Le exchanged for digging with 
ſpades and matxocks, which would imploy more men 
than tillage. 

Reply. To that maxime, In vain & e. «n ingenuous friend in 
diſcourſe returned this reply, that it bolds in naturals, not in poli= 


ticks, 
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'Anſw. 1. 1 confeſle it may be gocd policy in ſuch Com- 
mon-weals, whereare ſuch a multitude of people, that 
they cannot otherwiſe be imployed, to keep them in 
work, about that which is of little profit, rather then 
they ſhould be idle, But blef{ſed be God, cur people may 
beimployed in the working of wooll,- ax, hemp, woad, 
and other commodities, which are very beneficial to the 
Common: wealth, and therefore they need not labour in 
vain. 

Anſs. 2. Thereis with us rather a ſcarcity than a ſa- 
perfluicy of ſervants, their wages being advanced to ſuch 
an extraordinary height, that they are like ere long to be 
maſters, and their maſters ſervants, many poor hugband- 
men being forced to pay nearas much to their ſervants 
for wages 24 to their Landlords for Rent. 

Obje&. It will decoy _ 

Anſw, 1. This is indeed the moſt probable argument 
againſt Incloſure, and that which I confeſſe hath put 
formerly ſome (cruple upon my ſelf, till I was fully con- 
vinced by experience that it hath no weight in it, if 
conſidered in the ballance of judgement: look upon all 
the Incloſures within three miles round about Cattherp, 
Bigging, Browns-Over, Coten, Corford, Shawell, Hall field, Street« 

* field, Siſter, Over, Moore-barn, Coteſbatch, Cotes, Pultney, Mi- 
fterton, Starmer, and the moſt of theſe Incloſures have been 
plowed within thirty years, and the reſt are now about 
to be plowed ; and whatgreat quantity of corn hath been 
mined in them, no man in the Countrey that hath ob- 
ſerved them can be ignorant, ſome or other of theſe being 
never without great ſtore of corn. 

Anſw.2. What is it that makes corn ſo cheap as is is 
this day, but the breaking up of old Incloſures. I 
deny not but the Lord ofhis mercy hath crowned the earth 
with more then ordinary plenty in the common fields,but 
this alone could rot wake corn ſo cheap as it hath been 
theſe late years : that the plenty of corn makes it cheap, 
I think it is undeniable,and then ic will follow, that there 

Is 
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is a double quantity of corn now inthe land, compared 
with that which hath been formerly ; becauſe the price 
of corn hath b:en commonly double, and ſometimes tre- 
ble : but few common fields have now a double quantity 
of corn to that which they have had formerly. 1 have 
conferred wich divers Vinifters, which receive Tithes in 
kind, who do affirm the premiſes upon their certain 
knowledge to be true, and chen it will follow, that the 
late plenty and double quantity of corn is got in new 
broken up incloſed grounds, whereof there are now very 
many in all places. | 

Anſw. 3. By what Law of God or man is every man 
bound to plow his land at all times, whether there be 
need of corn or no, although he can make more advan- 
tageto himſelf by paſture? May not every one lawfully 
put his commodity to the beft advantage, provided he 
do it without prejudice to others? do not all tradeſmen 
caſt to lay out their money upon ſuch wares, as will be 
moſt advantagious tothemſelves ? Have not Land-holders 
as much reaſon, and may they not with as good conſci- 

_ ence put their lands to the beſt advantage ? but many will 
lay heavie burdens upon others which themſelves will 
not touch with one of their fingers. 

Anſw. 4. Whenſoever there is the le:ſt want of corn, 
and mens Land is fit to bear corn, men will plow up their 
incloſed land for their own profit; It's an undeniable 
maxime, That evcry one by the light of nature and rea- 

| {on will do that which makes for his greateſt advantage, 
but whenſoever corn beareth a contiderable gate, viz. 
wheat four or five (lillings, and barly ewo ſhillings fix 
pence,men may make more profit,by plowing then paſture; 
and conſequently will plow for their own advantage : 
why elſe do men uſually give 4o s, an acre for tillage,when 
no man can afford togive above 20s. for the gr:aing of 
the ſame land ? 

Anjw. 5. L-t it be granted,as itis not proved, that it is 

| a duty incumbent upon all Land-holders at all _ to 
icep > 
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keep part oftheic land in tillage: this equally bindes all, 
: as well in old as new Incluſurcs and common fhelds. I wiſh 
| that thoſe that fo zcaloutly impoſe this law upon others 
would firſt praftiſe it themſelves : ſuppoſe A. B. having 50 
acres in C. is bound to plough ſuch a quantity of it : 
the C. D. having land in B. is buund by the ſame law to 
plow as many acres proportionace'to his land. 
Anſ. 6. It judicious men ſhall find experimentally, that 
the Common-wealth will ſuffer for want of corn, if 
every man be Jefr zt liberty to plow or not to plow,\wh 
may it not bc jnaQted by a law, that every Land-holder, 
as well in incloſ{ures as common fields ſhall be forced to 
plow ſuch a quantity ut land as ſhall be thought conve. 
nient : this | «m (ure, would be more equa], then that all 
the toyle ot tillage ſhuuld be laid upon the common fields, 
(till their lands by continual plowing of more land then 
they are able to manure, arc worn quite out of heart and 
made unfit for any thing as it is in many places) and ir 
the interim the Incloſures go free. 
Obje&. Prov. 11.26. He that witholdeth corn, the people 
” Hebr, Will curſe bim (or * ſmite him through) but bleſſing ſhall be upoi 
the head of him that ſelleth it. | 
eAnſw. Two things in this Scripture to be conſidered, 
1. What co withhold corn. 2. What to curſe. | 
1. To withhold corn, is through a baſe avarice and | 
greedineſſe of gain, to hoard corn by —_— it up in- 
to the barns and garners, and retuſing to fell it to the 
or in times of greateſt want, ftill expeQing that it will 
LR ; withholding is then oppoſed te ſelling, and 
concerneth not thoſe that hav* none to ſell in hard times, 
this being a miſery rather then a fin : neither is withhol- 
ding corn a fin at all times, but only in times of ſcarci- 
ty, in times of plenty ic is rather a vertue, there being 
no better friends to the Common-wealth, then ſuch who 
having ability and eonveniency, do in times of plenty 
reſerve their corn for future times of poverty : Had not 
FToſepbs prudence provided granarics in the ſeven prece- 
dent | 


\ 
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dent years of tulneſſe, to ſupply the (even ſubſequene 
years of famine, all Egypt: had periſhed, Gen. 41. yea all 
Iſrael, Gen. 42.1,2, Hence It is provided by the Rtaiute 
Lawes ot this land, that corn may be ingroſſed and kept in 
granaries when it is of (mall price, An. Edw. 6. ſtat. 14. 
Anno 13. Elizab. ſtat. 25. 

2. To Curſe, is to wiſh evill from God to our neigh- 
bour: this is a thing utcerly unlawfal, God having 
commanded 'us to bleffe, and prohibited curſing, Rom. 
12. 14, 15. Hereby men would make God an executioner 

to their baſe luſts: God muſt come down from heaven in all 
haſt ro revenge their quarrels,and ſerve their malicious hu+ 
mours. True, we read in ſacred writ, of ſome of Gods (er- 
vants which have curſed Gods enemies, P(a.69.22,8&c. 2 Kin. 
2.24. but theſe were not paſlionate maledi&ions, but Pro- 
phetical prediftions of Gods judgement, not fo much in 
their own cauſe as Gods cauſe, incited by God, not theic 
own luſts ; and againſt ſuch only whom they know to be 
Gods implacableenemies,Pfal. 109.15,17. compared ; and 
therefore, although not to be reje&ed, yet not tobe imita- 
| ted : This Scripture therefore is no encouragement to the 
| ople to curſe even thoſe that do fintully withhold corn, 
tis rather an aggravation of the fin of ſuch withholders, 
| in that they do irritate and provoke the people to fin 
| againſt God by curſing them, Whether God will ſecond 
the ſinful curſes of men, although they curſe ſuch as are 
finful, isa queſtion to be conſidered : yer I acknowledge 
it is the juſt reward of thoſe that walk irregularly, te 
be paid in their own coyn, and irregularly puniſhed by 
the reproaches, execrations, and deteftations of the mul- 
titude, Prov. 24. 24. 1 ſay juſt from the hand of God, al- 
though finful in man : but what makes this againſt us]? 
you will fay it holds in analogy, againſt ſuch as withhold 

their lands from plowing. | 
Reply, 1. But what makes this againſt Incloſure as Incloſwre, 

| ſeeing many incloſures abound with corn. 
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Reply, 2. It is granted that iuch as having land fic 
to plow in time of want, do withhold their lands from 
plowing, are equally guilty, as thoſe that withhold their 
corn from ſclling, eſpecially if they doit upon that co» 
verous conlideration that corn will be dearer, when it | 
iscxtraordinary dear already : It any Inclofers do fo, let 
them anſwer for themſe]ves ; but as withholding ot corn 
i* not unlawſul at all times, bat expedient at ſometimes, 
as in Joſephs caſe, ſo it ſome men in times of plenty do 
re{cive their land for times of penury, that they may 
then plow, ſuch are not only provident husbands for 
themſelves, but profitable members of the republick. 
That we in Catthorp will not plow when the Common- 
w-zlth hath need of Corn, none have reza{on to pre- 
judge; iftherefore any beſo wicked and malicious (as | 
tear and hear ſome there be) to curſe us without cauſe, I 
hope we ſhall not render railing for railing, bu ſhall, 

1. Pray forthem in our Saviours words, (Oh that we 
could do it with our Saviours Spirit!) Fatker forgive them, 
for they know not what they do, Luk. 23. 34- 

2. Prayfor our (elves, that we may be delivered from un- 
reaſonable men, 2 Thefl. 3. 2. 

3. Comfort our ſelves in that promiſe of God, that the 
cur ſe cauſleſſe ſhall not come, Prov. 26. 2. 

Bur let thoſe bitter bloudy ſpirits, and cruel curſers 
look to it themſelves, curſes being like arrowes ſhot uvp- 
ward, that fal] upon mens own heads; they that do Ba- 
laams work. may expe to receive Bualams wages. 

Objett. There are many excellent p1 omiſes made to tillage above 
other callings. Prov. 28. 19, He thatt:!!eth lis land ſhall have 
plenty of bread. Prov. 12.11. He that tilieth bis land ſhall be (1- 
tisfied with bread. 

Anſw. Theſe promiſes are made to diligence in that 
calling,not to tillage 2s tillage ; it's net the minde of S9- 
lomon, foto omnihke till:ge as to vilifie dilivence in other 
callings, theſe promiſes are ir. the proportion of faith in- | 
couragements to diligence in other callings ; as appeareth 
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by what followeth, Prov, 28. 19. He that followeth the idle 
ſhall be filled with poverty. And Prov. 12. 11, He that follow+ 
eth the idle, is deffitute of underſtanding. Whatſoever are mens 
ſtations or vocations, God rewardeth the diligeat, Prov. 
10. 4. Thehand of the diligent maketh rich, but the ſlothful hand 
maketh poor. Prov. 13. 14. The ſlupgard luſieth but his ſou! 
hatb nought, but the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be mad: fat. As 
fothfulnefſe in all callings doth clothe men with rags, 
Prov. 23.21. So the ſlothful plowman ſhall want bread, 
Prov. 20. 4. The ſlothfull will not plow becauſe of the winter.and 
therefore he ſhall beg in the ſummer and have nothing. It a 
ſhepherd be laborious in his calling, God will reward 
him as well as the painful plowman : the ſacrifice of Abe! 
a keeper of ſheep was accepted, when the ſacrifice of Czin, 
2 tiller of the earth, was rejeted. Jacob was faichtull in 
keeping Labans ſheep, and God rewarded him, Gen. 30. 
42. 43. Yea Facob brought up his children in that calling, 
Gen. 37. 2. A keeper of ſheep was an abomination to ihe 
Egyptians, Gen, 46.34- but the trade of the Iſraelites. 

Obje&. Wobeto them which jon houſe to houſe, and feld to 
field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midſt 
of the earth, Iſa. 5.8. 

Anſw. The Prophet reproveth the blinde ambicion, and 
inſatiable avarice of thoſe that are not contented with 
their own large poſſeſſions, but per fas aut nefas, vi & fraude, 
by right or wrong, force and fraud, without confideration 
{;f their poor neighbour, do graſp all into their own fiſts ; 


neither, as Calvin notes upon the place, 
is the joyning of houſe to houſe and 
field to field timply condemned, but the 
greedy defire of it : a man whoſe family 
increaſeth, if the next houſe be empty, 
may joyn it to his own; and a man 
whoſe ſtock of cattell increaſeth, if the 
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Nec enim per ſe damnary po- 
teſt fs quis agrum agro & domun: 
domuz conjungat, ſed animum ve- 
ſpexit propheta, qui ſatiart nul- 
lo modo poteſt, ubi ſeme! haben- 
di cupiditate accenditur, Caly? 
in Loc, 


owner and poſſefſor will willingly part with the nexc 
field, may lawfully joyn it to his own : but that which js 


juftly condemned is ſuch a joyning houſe to houſe and 
2 


field 
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field to field, which is joyned with oppreſſion and in- 
jury to others; till there be no place which is not their 
own, and none left to their poor neighbour ; nothing 
contenteth, but that they alone poſſefle the earth : this 
being the true meaning of the place, I grant that this | 
taxeth thoſe cruel incloſers and caterpillars of the Com- 
mon-wealth, as reverend Mr. Ded calleth them, which et 
themſelves to unpeople the Land, by deſtroying Towns, 
and turning out the poor: Let them anſwer for them- 
telves, God will call ſuch toan account : For my part I 
am ſo far from approving or praiſing ſuch (infull In- 
cloſure, that I keartily wiſh that all the owners gf ſuch 
incloſures might be forced by a law, to repeople ſuch 
places, rebuild their houfes, and none might be ſuffered 
£0 rent ſuch Land, but ſuch as inhabic thoſe decayed 
Towns; but this is the fault of the Incloſers, not the In- 
cloſure, vitium perſone non rei. What makes this againſt in- 
cloſure in general, or the Incloſure of Catthorp in particu- 
lar ? whole houſes have we deſtroyed ? whole Land have 
we invaded ? every man ſhall enjoy the ſame quantity o 
land, which hedid before ; we have not taken away our 
neighbours land by force or fraud, but have by a general 
confcnt of the Land-holders, exchanged one acre of Land 
tor another, for our conveniency : we have not taken 
away the Lands of the poorand laid them to our own, 
but have lefſcned our own Lands, and given part ot them 
to the poor for ever. 

ObjeR. But God hath purſued Incloſure with bis ſevere judge- 
ments upon the Incloſers and their poſterity : we may read their 
doom wrote in text letters, and legible chara@ers of miſery, in that 
the Incloſers do ſeldome keep their Lands three gezerations : and 
here again is alledged, Iſa. 5. $, 9. This is in mine ears, ſaith the 
Lord sf boſt, ſurely many kouſes ſhall be deſolate, even great and 
fir, without inhabitant. 

Anſw. 1. That cannot be Jocked upon as a judgement 
againſt Incloſers, which is common to other Land-holders 
which neverdid incloſe :; few in common fields do =P 

their 
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their Lands three generations, take Catthorp it (elf for in- 
tance: Mr. Calu:cotts Land within the memory of ſome 
living, was ſold by Mr. Leigh to Mr. Britton, and by Mr. 
Britton to Mr. Callecit : Mr. Wildes Land within the ſame 
time hath been ſold by Mr. Fei/den ro Mr. Elkinton, whoſe 
heirs ſold it to Mr. Wilde : my own Lartd within 40 or 50 
years, hath been fold by Pywell to Stanton, by Stanton to 
Foſeph Smyth, whole Son in law ſold it tomy Father. 
Thomas Bronnes Land within a little more then twenty 
years, hath been ſold by Charles Kilpacke to James Staples, 
who ſold it to Henry Be father of the foreſaid Thomas. Wil- 
liam Ernesby's Land was ſold by Mr. Feilding to Mr. Elkinton, 
whoſe Heir fold it to Thomas Wood, tather in law to the 
faid Iilliem. Only Edward Smiths Land hath continued in 
that family three generations. 

Anſw. 2. Sometimes incloſers keep their Land many 
genrrations, Cotes, Myſterton, and Pultney, have been in the 
hands of the Pultneys, and Starmar in the hands of the Caves 
many hundred year, two prefidents that cannot be paral- 
leldin the common fields. 

Anſw. 3, Concerning thoſe mentioned by the Prophet 
T/aiah, whoſe avarice and ambition is content with no 
mediocrity (who are like to «Alexander the Great, who 
hearing the Philoſopl:er diſputing that there was many 
worlds, is ſaid co weep becauſe he had not conquered one) 
Iſlay when men let louſe the reins. ro ſuch unruly luſts, 
being never ſatisfied till their covetous hands have taken 
hold on other mens portions, God jultly may, and many 
times doth blaſt their bleſlings, and curſe their mercies, 
Mal. 2. 2. plague their poſterity. and leave their houſes 
without inhabitants ; bur what is this againſt our Inclo+ 
{are? that doth only improve our own mercies to the 
bit advantage to our (elves and the Common: wealth, 
withour the Icaſt injury co others : I bleſſe God we are 
not partakers of ſuch mcns (ins, and therefore hope we 
ſhall not be partners of their plagues. 
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ObjeCt. Prov. 22. 28. Remwe not the ancient Land-mark 
which thy fathers have ſet, from whence ſome infer, that it is not 
lawful to exchange our fathers Lands for other Land. 

Anſw. The removing the Land-mark there prohibited, 
is when men by force or fraud remove the Land-mark of 
their p»or neighbours whoſe Land is adjacent, and ſo 
take hold on part of their Land as their own, without 
conſent, or giving any other Land in exchange ; a ſinful 
praiſe, too common in the common fields, where men | 
make nothing to pull up their neighbours Land-mark to 
plow up their Land, and mow their Grafſe that lyeth 
nextthem : This is the intent of the Holy Ghoſt, if we 
will give God leave to be his own interpreter.Prov, 23.20. 
Remove not the old L1nd-marky and enter not into the field of the 
fatherleſſe. So D.ut.19. 14. Thon ſhalt not remove thy neigh- 
bours Land-mark which they of old time have ſet» This ſin \ 
brings a curſe upon the aors and authors of it, Deut. } 
27. 17- But this maketh. nothing againſt a mutuall agree» 
ment to exchange one Land for another, whereby both 
parties are advanced and neither injured; this being a ſet- 
ting of Land-marks, not a removing them : we do not 
remove Land-marks to oppreffe one another, but ſet Land- 
marks to keep each other from oppreſſion : we doubt not 
but our Incloſure will prevent many ſuch oppreſſions 
expreſſed in the premiſſes. 

Obje&. Incloſure deſtroyeth horſes which ſhould ſerve the State | 


in War. 
Anſw. Few horſes kept in common fields fit for ſervice, 


one well kept will be more ſerviceable to the State then 
three that are ja ded and tyred : belides, moneys are the 
finews of war, i that be not wanting, the State cannot 
wanteither horſes or men : but the ſum of money that 
ispayed in all taxes out of Incloſures is double to that 
which is payed out of the common fields of the ſame 
quantity. . 

Obje&. All have n't conſented, one that bath ſeven ſheeps 


Commons doth withſtand it, may you lawfully force him 50 part = 
is 
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bis right of Common and accept of yaur al'owenee in lead thereof 
againſt bis will ? may you make a hedge in the Cermmon without 
his conſent ? doth not the Prophet Micah pronovnce a woe againſt 
ſuch dealing as this ? Mic, 2. 2. Woe unto them that covet 
fields and take them by violence, and houſes and take them 
away, ſo they opprefſea man in his houſe, aman in his 
heritage : what although ycu allow hm a proportion of land of 
more value then his Commons are worth ? Is not this Naboths 
caſe, do ye net af Ahabs part tothe life? 1 King 21. 2. Ahab 
offered money, or a better vineyard, yet Naboth refuſing, Ababis 
condemned. 

Anſw. 1. We do not force him to part with his right, 
he hath no land which he can mark for his own only 
right of Common : and we have right of Common as 
well as he : we do only divide our Common from his, 
and leave hima large proportion, himſelf and friends 
have conſeſkd that it will be no perſonal wrong to him, 
the Land allotted him being four times as good as his 
Commons, We do not opprefſe him in his heritage : I 
think if that woe pronounced by Micah was well confi- 
dered, it might rather be retorted in that he doth threa- 
ten by violenceito pluck down our hedges, and force us 
tO lay aſide the improvement of our heritages, when our: 
doing of it is confeſſed ro be no wrong to him, and pro- 
ved no injury to others, 

Anſw. 2. The czfe of Naboths Vineyard is far different 
from ours, it was unlawful for Naboth to exchange his 
vineyard with Ahab although for a better, becauie God 
had prohwbited the I raclites to fell their Land from their 
own Tribe: the reaſon rendred, Levit. 25. 23. Becauſe it 
was Gods : in caſe ot poverty it might be morgaged, but 
not fold, the nxt Kinſman mult redeem it, verl. 25. and 
although it was never redecmed, yet in the year of Ju- 
bileit muſt be reftored, verſ. 26. Therefore the daugh- 
ters of Zelephehad muſt marry to husbarids of their own 
tribe, becauſe the inheritance of the children of Iſrael 


might not remove from tribe to tribe: Naboth was not 
of 
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of the ſame tribe with Ahab ; had Naboth denied Ahah | 
ſuch a ſmall courtelie only upon his own will, he had 
. been a very unkinde (ubje& ; but his deni:] was groun- 
ded upon Gods will : belides, we delire nothirg to be 
exchanged with him, but cur own to be divided from 
his. | 
Anſw.3. It he refuſe to have his part of the Common ſepa- 
rated from ours,and reſolve to put himſelf to that trouble 
and charge, he may ſtill intercommon amongſt us, and 
pur his ſeven ſheep in any place, where he had right of 
Common before : cur diviſion of our own Common 
from each other, will be no impediment to him to uſe his 
Commons as before che Incloſure, the Land allotted to 
him, will fully content any of us whoſe Land he ſhall 
make choile of. 

Anſw. 4. In that it's ſaid we make our hedges upon his 
Common, we have three hundred parts for his one, and 
conſequently ſet hedges upon our own part of the Com- | 
mon,not upon his. Surely there will be grafſeenough for 
ſeven ſheep notwithſtanding the hedges in ſome of our 
grounds. 

Obje&. You have taken away the Church Land, and given it to 
the poor. 

ts, We acknowledge that thoſe ſmall parcels of 
Lind called Church-had!and and Church-layes (which 
were ſet apart by common conſent, not any particular | 
mans donation, for repair of the Church, or whatſoe- | 
ver other publick uſe the Town appoints) are part of that 
Land given to the poor they being our own, why may 
not we diſpoſe ot them to what publique uſe we pleaſe ? 
they were never worth above 20s. fer annum, communibus 
annis, which money did tormerly bear the charges of the 
rich, and is now diſpoſed of for the uſe ofthe poor: 
Is itunlawful ro give it from our ſelves to others that have 
more need? Moreover the latter math of Mr. Elkintons | 
piece, a thing of greater value is to be imployed to the 
ſame publick uſe as thoſe Lands formerly. 


Obie, 
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| Objeft. Filthy lycre the end of your Incloſure, in that you almie 
at ycur ewn gain and not at Gods glory : It is alſo alledged that 
m) { If and other Miniſters have preached, that mens ations are 
| ſinful, al-kough not materially evil, if the ends be not Goda 
lory. 
p Anſw. Upon what ground it's ſaid filthy lucre is our 
| end I know not, unletſe all gain be filthy : true, ſuch gain 
which is either gotten by indire& means, or proſccut: d 
with covetous defires, the Scripture calleth filthy lucre, 
1 Tim.3. 3. Tit. 1,11. 1 Pet. 5. 2. till one of theſe be 
roved againſt us, what ſome affirm to be filthy lucre, I 
all be bold co call honeſt advantage. | 
Anſw: 2. It's granted that thoſe ations which are in 
themſelyes lawful, may be to the doers finful : that which 
is materially good, may be formally evill, if the perſon 
be evil : it's only a good tree that can bring forth good 
fruit; anda good man, that can doa good work, Mat. 
| 7.1718, the beſt works ot wicked men are but ſplendida 
| peccata, glorious fins, and that which is bonum, good in it 
ſelf may not be bene fatum, well done, nor accepted of 
God. Ando alſo that which is materially good, may be 
finally evil], when Gods glory is not made the end as well 
as Gods will the rule ofmens a&ions : Feb did that which 
was good, executing Gods Commandement in deſtroying 
the poſterity of «£hab and the Prieſts of Baal, 2 King. 10. 
11,25. Theſe ations God approved and rewarded with 
a temporal bleſſing, viz. that his childrendid fit upon the 
throne of Iſrael, untothe fourth generation, verſ. 30. but 
becauſe Febu did not aim at Gods glory, but his own by- 
ends and baſe deſigns (his word being the glory of God, 
2 King. 10. 16. but his proje& being his Maſters King- 
dome) therefore we inde God threatning what he had 
commanded, and puniſhing what he had rewarded. Hof. 
1. 4.1 will viſt the bloud of Jezreel upon the houſe of Jehu : 
| But what can be inferred from all this to prove the In- 
cloſure of Catthorp ſinful? rather this very obj<Qion 
fromthe mouthes of ſuch _— oppoſers, doth to me 
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confirm the equity of our cauſe and the lawfulneſſe of our 
ations. For, 

x. Hereby it's granted, that our Tncloſure js not ſinful 
in the matter of it, only they ſuſpe& our ends are not 
right, 

2. Have they reaſon to ſuſpeft that our ends are not 
right? or we more reaſon to ſuſpe their cenſures to be 
raſh? ſeeing they dare uſurp Gods prerogative in ſearch» 
ing our hearts, before they have dereed any evil in our 
ations. Have we diſcovered that our aims are not at 
Gods glory, as Jehudid ? or have not. they rather diſco» 
vered themſelves more cenſorious then becometh Chri- 
ſtians, by unadviſed judgement ? Mar. 7. 1. 

3- Why is not Gods glory our end ? forſooth becauſe 
we aim at our own gains and advancement of oureſtates, 
Are theſe two ends alwaies incompatible? this a mer | 
Non ſequitur : may not the bettering of our eſtates be carri- | 
edon in ſubordination to Gods glory ? it God inlarge 
our talents by his bleſſing upon our lawful endeyours, 
the fault is in our corrupt hearts,and not the Incloſure, if 
we do not glorifie God ſo much the more. It isa very | 
ſtrange principle and unheard of panes that nothing | 
can be doneto Gods glory, which tends to mans profit : 

Do not tradeſmen in following their vocations, aime at 
their own advantage, do none of them glorifte God 
thereby 2 Doth not the husbandman in all his dreſſing the | 
earth, aime at the harveſt? is not gain his end as well as | 
ours? If we do not glorifie God, then all the glory of | 
tillage will be defaced, and the honour of the painfull | 
plowman laid in the duſt. But why do I ſpeak of earthly | 
things, donotthe Saints in all their doings and ſufferings | 
for God, aime both at Gods glory and their own advan- 
tage, viz. the ſalvation oftheir fouls? Did not Moſes in | 
all his aflitions with the children of God, aime at his | 
own advantage, Heb. 11. 26. He that deſpiſed all the | 
glory that Pharachs Court could afford him ; he that (Phg- 
rebs Crown being fet upon his head, when he was yet a | 
childe) | 
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childe) did cake it off and ſpurn it with his foot, as Fo- 
ſephus relateth, He that did willingly chocſe the finlefſe 
troubles of oppreſſed Ijrael, then the 11:4) pleaſu cs of 
triumphing Egypt : He by whom God cid all choſe migh- 
ty things for his Iſrael; without controverſie did glo- 
rifle Gud : yet had an eye allo to the rccompence of 


reward. 
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T being proved that the Incloſure of Cattborp is Law- 
| Ego in the nextplace to prove it Laudable, 
and that Gods glory is theend as well as Gods will the 
rule of our ations, 

This will appear in two particulars : 

1. It doch procure good. 
2. It doth prevent evil. 

Now it theſe 1wo be proved, I doubt not but all in- 
genuous Chriſtians will acknowledge that it doth glori- 
fie God, and that it is not to be decryed, as of evill report, 
buc cather truly laudable as well as lawfull. 

I. That it produceth bonum utile, a profitable good, I 
think none will deny; and that this good is alſo bo» 
num verum & honeſtum, conſiſtent with honeſty, I thus 
prove. 

1. Hereby we provide for our families, which is nota 
ſin but a duty. provided alwaies we do it by lawful means, 
He that neglefeth this, the Apoſtle ſaith, is worſe then an In- 
Fidel; and (hall we be accounted Infidels for doing of it ? 
let it begranted, that it is one end to encreaſe our eftates, 
and make better proviſion fur our families, that both we 


and ours may be ina better capacity to do God ſervice 
D 2 and 
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and glorife him the more: all this is our duty ; who 

then can blame us? 

2. It nouriſheth wood which is much wanting in their 
fields or Countreys : wood daily deſtroyed and cut down; | 
ifnone be planted, how will after ages be provided? | 

3. All chearable ground in the fallow-field , which is | 
ofno profit in the common field, will be gained and pro- | 
fit made of it: in Incloſure the land being once ſoarded, 
the husbandman needs keep no fallow at all, and yer 
have more corn upon one acre of new broken up land, 
then upon three acres in the common field. 1 lately plow- 
ed up three acres of cId Incloſure in Cotteſbatch, and gained 
fixteen quarters of barley, when my Tenant had not fo 
much of two yard land and three quarters in Catthorp the 
ſame year : the next year I ſowed the ſame Land with 
wheat and gained thirty five thraves, whereas my Tenant 
hath ſeldome bad half ſo much winter-corn upon all my 
Land in Catthorp : ſo that it he continue but five acres in 
tillage, plowing ſometimes one part of the Land, and at 
other times another part, he will have more white corn 
then he had before the Incloſure, and the reſt of the arable 
Land will be gained. 

4+ Thearable Land in the peaſe-field may be improved 
to greater advantage, the peaſe for the moſt part being all 
ſpetit in ſeed and keeping of horſes, and ſeldome any 
profit made of them. 

5. In Incloſure men may plow their Land with oxen, 
which (the harveſt being inned)they may fced in the lat- 
ter months and ſo ſell them, and the next year buy others 
in their room, which will be far more profitable then 
horſe, which in the common fields are for the moſt part 
fo jaded and tyred with continual labour, that they make 
little profit of them; or if they deem ic more convenient, 
they may Keep good mares whoſe foales will bring them 
great profit yearly. 

6. The advancement of private perſons will be the ad- 
yantage of the publick : if Merchants do buy an advan- 
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tagious commodity,, hath not the Common-wealth an 
advantage thereby, as well as themſelyes ? if men by good 
husbandry, trenching, manuring their Land, &c, do bet- 
ter their Land, is not the Common-wealth inriched there- 
by ? ſo whatſocver benefit we maketo our ſelyes, tends to 
the publick good. 


Secondly, As Good is procured, ſo Evil js hereby pre- 
vented : ewo ſorts of evils, malum peccati, & malum pane, 
evil of crime, and evil of pain; evil of (in, and evil of for- 
row; evil of mens doings and ſufferings, mans iniquity 
and miſery are both prevented by a regulated inclo- 
ſure, 

Evils of fin are, 

1. Strifeand contention, licigious quarrels and ſuits 
of Law, which are daily occaſioned by mens treſpaſſes 
againſt each other inthe open ficlds, for want of a mound 
to keep their cattell within their own bounds. Let it ſe- 
riouſly be confidered, how many brawling contentions 
are brought before the Judges every Aſſizes, by the inha« 
bitants of the common helds; and how few of the like 
nature by the inhabitants of incloſures, and it will ſet a 
ſeal to this truth. 

2, Falling out of herdſmen, which produceth fighting, 
battings, and too often murthers. 

3. Many wilful oppreſſions, men commonly ftealing 
their neighbours corn and graffe that lyeth next them,and 
turning their cattell looſe on purpoſe, when they pretend 
they break their tedders : now although wicked men will 
do this in any place, yet they havenot ſuch opportunity 
ro commit ſuch rapines, ſo ſecretly without diſcovery in 
Incloſures as in common fields; the very occaftony of fin 
are dangercns, take away the occaſion and the fin will 
ceaſe. Ir'sa fair booty that makes many a thief, which 
poſſibly would have lived honeſtly but for the occaſion. 
Opportunity one calleth an woer, which none but hea- 
ven can conquer ; ozcafion and a corrupt heart being 
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like to two inordinate lovers which ſc!\dome meet toge- 
ther but they in together, it we keep chem afunder the 
harm is prevented. | 
2. Evils of ſorrow, the miſery of man and beaſt 
hereby prevented, 

rx. Common experience teacheth that it preventeth the 
rotting of ſheep, there being uſually five rots in the Com- ” 
mon hieids for one in Inclofure, - the poor husb-ndman 
loſing as much in the Rot one year, as he hath gained in 
ſeven years betore. 

2. The hedges preſerve the corn and graflſe from ſpoil | 
by travellers; who know no highwaics in the common 
fields, eſpecially by herds of cattell, which by reaſon of 
the extreme narrownelle of the Common, do much harm 
upon thoſe Lands which burr upon the paſture, notwith- 
ftanding the keepers do their uicermoſt to prevent it 

3. Ic prevents that diſorderly and irrationall mannec 
of feeding of cattel, and driving them by flocks from place 
to place, ,to the great prejudice of the Land and grafſe, 
the cactell ſtaining and ſpoiling as much with their feer, 
as they eat with their mouthes ; as alſo the annoyance | 
and difturbance of the cattell by ſuch diſurderly driving. | 

| 


Me thinks even pity to the pour beaft, ſhould invite 
men to ſever their paſture from their arable land, that 
ſo they may feed and drink when they defire it wichout 
diſtuibance. Butmany are ſo wilful that chey will not 
change any of their old cuftomes, although they can 
give no more reaſon for it, then the ſavage Iriſh for their 
— their plowes by the horſe tails without har- 
neſſe, 

4. It preventeth that inſufferable wrong both to man | 
and beaft, in keeping more cattell then th: 6-1ds can | 
bear, which impoveriſheth man, and pineth the beaft : 
True, it's granted fewer cattell are kept"'in improved 
grounds, bur onecow or (ſheep will yeeld as much profit as 
three in the common fields. 
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5. Itpreventeth the intolerable toyle and unneceſſary 
charge of the husbandman; 
1. In tillinz his Land; it 'requicing three or four 
tilths in the common field, without which it will bear 
no corn, whereas in Iacloſure farre lefſe Land will yeeld 


' more corn with one tilth. 1» the common fields the ara» 


ble Land turns the husbandman to little profic, his great 
pains and coſt confidered, which I conceive is the reaſon 
of that maxime of the husbandman, Thac he that gives 
more Rent for his Land then the Hay and Commons are 
worth, hath bur a hard bargain : his labuurand charge in 
dreſſing ſeeds and inning, amounting to near as much as 
his Crop of grain is worth. 

2, In gathering his Corn and Hay together, ſpeci- 
ally Hay, which lyeth in ſo many lictle parcels, in bulks 
and hades, and at ſuch a diſtance, that it coſts near as mach 
in gathering as it is worth. 

6. It preventeth the oppreſſion of the poor husband- 
man, which is not able to ſtore his own Commong, which 
che rich man devoureth with his cattell, and ſo puts che 
poor mans profit into his own purſe, 

Obje&. It is not Laudable although Lawful, becauſe three 
Miniſters having a bandin it, others will be incouraged to in- 


cloſe otherT owns unlawfully. - 


Aniw. It any plead our example, I hope they will al- 
ſo follow ir in a)l circumſtances wherewith it is clothed, 
and then their incloſures will be lawfull as well as ours; 
It otherwiſe, they have no reaſon to plead our example, 
but rather our good example will condema their fintul 
Iicloſare,” 

Object. It is at leaf! the appearance of evil, and Chriſtians, 
much more Miniſters muſt avoid not only evil, but the appearance 
of it, 2 Theſf. 5. 22. 

Anſw 1. That the appearance of evil is prohibited, is 
1 & Chriſtians ſhould tall into evil, which chey think 
good, through miſtake; ſome tins are palpable, which 


we may feel ; ſome vilible, which we may tee 3 —_— 
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of a finer thread, it's difhcult to diſcern them; ſome ſins 
are open, and othersare much diſguiſed : upon this ac- 
count Gods people ought to watch, 1: they ruſh vpon 
theſe diſguiſed tins, but ler our Incloſure be unbow:<lled 
and unmasked, ard nv evil appeareth in ic. 

Anſws. 2.1 grant it a Cuty not only to provide for con- 
ſcience by ſhunning evil, but for fame by avoiding the 
appearance of ic ; the jewel of a good name muſt be pro- 
vided for, Phil. 4. 8. the credit of the Golpel depends 
upon thoſe that profeile it, much niore thoſe that preach 
it : becauſe through their ſides the Goſpels glory is much 
wounded, theretore Chriſtians muſt avoid not on-= 

* Bernard, Iy * Malas res ſed malas pariter ſpecies, not only evil things 
but the ſhewes of evil. Such things as are evil in them- 
ſelves, and ſuch things as are bruited to beevil in their 
circumſtances. Thus Paul did abſtain from things lawful, 
rather then offend weak brethren, 1 Cor, 8. 13. He 
would not eat meat while the world ſtood, rather then 
offend; ſo in the firſt plantation of the Goſpel he choo- 
ſeth manual labour, and requireth not Guſpel mainte- 
nance, to avoid the ſuſpicion of being mercenary : but 
here note, that in avoiding the appearance of _ three 
things are conſiderable, 

1. Whether theperſons offended be weak or wilful ; 
what Pau! did, was in compliance with weak Chri- 
ftians, young neophytes , which were. not yet informed 
that thoſe that preach the Guſpel ought to live of the 
Goſpel : ſhould Pauls praftiſe be preſſed upon the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel now, would not all Chriſtians an- 
ſwer that this was in the Churches infancy, when weak 
Chriftians did not know their duty; but now under 
the glorious (ſhining of the Goſpel of peace, this truth is 
clearly mad: known in the word, to every Chriftian that 
isnoe wilful : if theretore Miniſters ſhould now give up 
their Right, this wasnot to ſatisfie the weak, but to gras 
tifie the wilful : ſo itbring clearly deteted and demon- 
ſtrated, that our Incloſure of Catthorp isa thing lawful 

and 
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andgood muſt needs profelſ:. I conceive them not weak: 
Chriſtians, but wilful travellers, that call it the appea- 


rance of evil. 
2. Whether the thing done be a Real appearance of 


Evil, or only Imaginary. 
1. Real, when the fa& it ſelf our circumſtances do give 


ground of ſuſpicion. Or, 

2. Imaginary, which is fram:d and fancied out of 
prejudice without any colour ot reaſon. T hat our Sa- 
viour did heal on the Sabbath day was to the Phariſees an 
appearance of evil, but fancied by their ignorance ra- 
ther then afforded by the fat, it being a work of chari- 
ty 6g one part of the duty of the day whereby it is ſan- 

ified. 
3- Whether the thing in queſtion be a thing indifferent, 
or abſolutely good anda part of duty: It's a ruled cafe, 
That no duty ought to be negleRed becauſe ic is ſuſpected 
to be evil; although evil may not be done that good 
may come, yet good muſt done although it ſeem 
evil. We muſt avoid the appearance of evil, but it fol- 
lowes not that we muſt avoid evident and tranſparenr 
good, which our Incloſure is fully proved to be. 

ObjcA. Thepeople are generally offended at it, and cry out 
againſt all incloſure as oppreſſion, therefore it is at leaſt a thing 

evil report, and to be avoided. 

Anſw. All things are not of an evill report in the 
Scripture ſenſe, which the multicude decry as evil : the 
beſt things now adaies are worſt ſpoken of by the mul- 
titude, the very name of Reformation js as much explo- 
ded by the vulgar as Incloſure ; thoſe ſacred ordinances 
of Magiſtracy and Miniftery, which God hath honoured 
with his own approbation and ſtamped with his own 
{uperſ{cription, Rom. 13.1. Heb. 13. 17. are now be- 
come offentive to the levelling multitude : Suppoſe thar 
ſome under the ſpecious pretence of reformation, would 
bring in deformation ; is therefore all reall ceformati- 


on according to Gods Word to be reje&ted ? Suppoſe 
E ſome 
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ſome Magiſtrates and Miniſters have miſcarried and done 
amiſſe, muſt therefore theſe Ordinances of God be laid | 
afide > Gudforbid z theſe miſcarriages were vitia perſona- | 
rum non rei, the faults of the men, not the office ; Ler 
it be granted that ſome Incloſers have deſtrouyed Towns 
and oppreſſed the poor, and thereby have raiſed an evil 
report upon licloſures in general, muſt we therefore lay 
aſide all our hopes of reformation ot the common field 
confuſion by bringing them into the diſcipline of a regu= 
lated Incloſure? A hedge in the field is as neceſſary in 
its Kinde, as government in the Cturch or Common- 
wealth. When God threatens to lay weſte his vineyard, , 
the Church and Common: wealth of Iſrael, ir's ſaid, I 
will take away the hedge thereof, Ta. 5. 6. viz. Magiſtracy 
and Miniftry, thoſe props and pillars of the Church and 
State, which are here compared to a hedge inclofing the 
Vineyard or field; as alio Gods Church is called a Gar* 
den incleſed, Cant. 4.12. Had God been ſuch an enemy to 
hedges as ſome pretend, the Holy Ghoſt would not 
have made uſe of this metaphor, to ſignifie thoſe his glo« 
rious Ordinances: if God in judgement removed the 
hedges of Iſrael, I hope it will be a merey and not a | 
Judgement, to enjoy the benefit of hedges in Cattherp, 
whatſoever the multitude ſay to the contrary ? This is 
our comfort, God muſt judge us, not the multitude ; it we 
have the approbation of God, we care not much for the 
applauſe of men : our betters before us did paſſe through 
an i]! report as well as good, 2 Cor. 6.8. It is a fe- 
cond confort, that thoſe reall commodities and conve- 
niences, which we and ours hope to enjoy by this In- 
cloſure, will dous more good than all the vanity of 
popular applauſe : that maxime, vox pepuli, vox Dei, to be 
underſtood, vox popul: Dei, the voice of the people, the 
yoyce of God (that is) the voice of Gods people, is the 
voice of God, not aura popularis, that airy blaſt of the 
vulgar breath, which turns with every winde, and is for 
the moſt part as enconſtant as it is groundleſſe. 


Anſw.2. 
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Anſw. 2. 1 deſire in all things fo to demean my ſelf, 
as to give nojuſt uvffence to th Jew nor Gentile, nor to 
the Church ot Chriſt, co thoſe that are within, nor to 
thoſe that are withuucz but there are ſcandals taken 
which are nor given; it any take offence without caule, 
the ſcandall will lie at their own homes and nor at ours. 
I weet with four forts of men offended at Incluſare, 
whom I intreat not to be angry if by vindication of 
our 1elv<ce, I ſet the ſaddle on the right horſe, and lay 
the baftard of ſcandall at the door of the right 
Owners. 

I. The firſt and moſt that are offended at Incloſure, 
are the ruder fort ofpeople ; which to ſpeak truly, have 
moſt reaſon - Why ? Vivitur ex rapto: they live upon 
rapine and ſpoil of others, and (eldome keep their cat- 
tell within their own bounds, bur daily make a prey 
upon their neighbours corn and grafle : ſtoln waters are 
{weet to thele pretended upright men, whoſe conſciences 
cannot bear the burthen of Incloſure, yet make no 
conſcience when they can do it without diſcovery to 
overſtore their Commons, and plow up their neigh- 
bours Land, &c. There is a profane and levelling ſpi- 
rit now abroad in the world that cry out _ go- 
vernment, and ſpeak evil of dignities ; What would they 
have! forſooth liberty of conſcience : form what ? from 
Magiſtracy and Miniſtry 3 to what ? to live as the liſt and 
fin cum privilegio ; the golden reins of diſcipline pleaſe 
not, this yoke they cannot bear, but caſt off this, and 
then they may ſwear, and lie, and cob, and rifle, and 
ſwill, and {wapger, riot and revell in a ſhorelefle exceſſe, 
and fet ſin on horſeback to ride in triumph without 
controll whithec ir lifteth. True, liberty of con(ci- 
ence a Precious Jewell, but this a libe: ty from fin, not 
a liberty to fin. The very ſame ſpirit of diſorder in 
the very ſame perſons, and upon the ſame grounds doth 
aecry Incloſure, becauſe it w— put a bridle = 
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their licencious Juſts : it fuch as theſe are offended at 
our Incloſure, is it a thing of evill report in us to 
prevent their diſorders, and enormous {ins ? 

2. A ſecond ſort of men that are offended at our In- 
cloſure, are ſome ſelf-ended Graziers, which bave much 
in their mouthes that woe pronounced by the Prophet 
T/aiah againſt ſuch as lay land to land; which I muſt 
needs retort upon themlelves, becauſe they make no. 
thing ot taking Lands over poor mens heads, and are 
never contented till they bave got into theic hands as 
much Land as would maintain ten Familics, yet they 
exclaim againſt Incloſure, why ? Becauſe a general In- 
cloſure and diviſion between the arable and paſture 
Land, would ſpoyle their trad.s, in that husbandmen 
would keep as good Cattel as themſelves, fo that they 
could not Monopolize all the fat Bcef and Mutton to 
themſelves, as now they do : I hope it 1s not of evill 
report to crofſe the ayarice and fruſtrate the expe&a- 
tion of ſuch ſelf-ended and felf-condemned perſons, who 
live upon Incloſure themſelves, and yet would have none 
incloſe but themſelves. 

4- Afonrth ſort offended are ſome truly godly, and 
you will ſay, Dare you offend them ? | 

Anſw. For my own part, I had rather not only that 
Catthorp ſhould never be Incloſed, but that my Land 
there had never been enjoyed by me, then that I ſhould 
juſtly offend the leaſt of Gods little ones, but I am-* 
very ſorry that theſe ſhould take offince where rrone 
is given : what ſhould 1 do in this caſe? the godly are 
divided in judgement about this point, ſome for it, 
others againſt it, I muſt neceſſarily offend one party. 
Which ſhould I chooſe? 

1. Thoſe that are for it, might juſtly have challen- 
ved me, it Thad denicd my conſent to that which (my 
conſcience bearing me witnefſe that I Iye not ) Iam fu}- 
ly per{waded is not only lawfull but receflary at lee? 

” 
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ad bene eſſe, to the well being of the Common-wealth ; 
hereby I ſhould have hindred others, and ſuch as I 
hope are godly, from the lawſull improvement ol 
their own eſtate, of which I could render no reaſon, 
but that 1 would not offend thoſegodly, which are of a 
different perfwafion from them and ny felt alſo; 
would not my refuſal, rebus fic ftantibus, have given 
more juft cauſe of offence to them, then my conſent hath 
 givento others ? Let moderate men judpe. 
2. What is it that off. ideth the brethren of another 
judgement ? 

1, Is it our exchange of lands with each other ? 
that hath been dune many times in common fields, 
and no ſuch offence taken at it by the perſons now oft-+ 
tended. 

2. Is it a making a hedge about our Lands? this 
alſo ordinary in the common fields : it it be lawfull 
to make a hedge between the bounds of Town and 
Town, why not alſo between the limits of neighbour 
and neighbour ? 

3. 1 ſuppoſ; they take offence,becauſt they fear de- 
population, oppreſlion, &c. 

| eAnſw. They fear, but prove it not, I have alrea- 
dy proved the contrary : whether their groundleſſe 
fear and unjuſt clamours, or our regular aRions are 
moſt juſtly offenſive, let moderate men judge between 
us and them, 

4. Are not many places in England, Efſ.*, Here- 
ford, Devonſhire, Shropſhire, Worceſter, wholly incloſed, 
and yet no ſuch effe&ts follow? Are any of the god- 
ly in thoſe paits offended at it? why then are any 
offended at Leiceſterſhire > is the ſame ation lawſul in 
one place, ard yer finful in another ? by what law ? 
fure 1 aim, thoſe that write moſt vehemently againſt 
Incioſare, have granted theſe Incloſurcs lawfull, as 
Mr. Haibead in his Book OR Incloſure thrown open, 
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in anſwering this obje&ion concerning other parts of 
England, hath theſe words. I would not be miſtiken, 
I mean only depopulating Inclofure, &c. Yea the 
moſt ſtrenuvus oppoſers ot Incioſure in generall, and 
our Incloſure in particular, have acknowledged, that 
it all places were incluſed, no fuch ertefts would 
follow : if ic be Jawfull to incloſe all, then by an 
argument, 4 majore ad minus, from the greater to the 
lefle, it's lawlull to jncloje fome : Would they not be 
offended, it ail L:iceſterſhire and the Counties adjacent 
were Incluicd : why then are they offended at the In- 
cloſure of our ſmall village of Catthorp ? 

5. I am informed by ſuch as have travelled in- 
to other Nations, that there is no Land that lyeth in 
that confuſed manner, by ſmall parcels, roods and 
half acres, as it doth in our parts of England, even in 
Treland and Scotland, every man hath his Land lyin 
together : are theſe parts of England wiſer then al 
the Chriſtian world beſides? are they all in the 
dark? doe they live in daily fin ? or rather doe 
not we need a reformation by a regulated Inclo- 
ſure ? « 

6, The Lands of the Ifraclites and other Lands 
mentioned in holy Writ, were not divided into ſmall 
parcels as are cur common fields, Gen. 23. 9. The field 
which Abraham bought of Ephbron the Hittite, did belong 
to Ephron alone, we read of no fellow Commoners 
that joyned in the fale of it: It coſt Abrabars four 
hundred ſhekels ot filver, ver. 16, how much a ſhekel - 
was the learned agree not ; Junius ſaith the Hebrew 
Shekels was two ſhilling, tour pence, others five groats : 
the difference may ariſe from the difference between 
the common ſhekel, and the Shekel of the San&ua- 
ry : the common ſhekel ſome ſay was but half fo 
much : the moſt probable opinion is, that a Shekel did 
weigh half an ounce of filver, which in our money 
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is two ſhillings ſix pence; Du&or Wilt is of this Wile on 
periwaſion; his ground he hath from Arias Monta- Exod, 30. 
nw, who relates that one Rabbi Myſes cravelling 13: 
from Spain to Paleſtina, ſaw a piece of fiiver with this 
inſcription, SHEKEL ISRAEL, and the pot of 
Manna on the one fide, and holy Jeruſalm with the 
Rod of Aaron blofſloming on the other ſide, in the 
ancient Samaritan chara&er, (which without doubt 
was the true Hebrew chara@er, that now uſed being 
the Chaldee, which the" Iſ-aelites firſt uſed after their 
return from Babylon, to diſtinguiſh themſelves from 
Samaritans). This the ſaid Rabbi weighed, and it 
came to half an ounce: he ſaw alſo a leffer piece 
wich the ſame CharaQters, ſuppoſed to be the halt 
ſhekel mentioned in Scripture : Beza alſo had a piece 
of the ſame coyne, which was given him by his 
friend Ambroſius Blanzerus, the expreſie image where- 
of, he doth graphically delineate, Major. Annot. Mat. 
17.24. Now four hundred ſhekels at this rate, would 
amount to fifty pound of our Engliſh money; or if 
the common ſhekel was buc half ſo much, yet it was a 
very large ſfumme in Abrohams daies, and therefore pro- 
bable ic was a very large field: yea this field was in- 
cloſed too, verſ. 179. He bought alſo thetrees in the bor» 
ders rouud about. 

And fo alſo it was in Fygypt, every man had 
his field peculiar, Gen. 47. 20. in the time of fa- 
mine, every man fold his fticld to Pharaib for bread, 
the Land then lay not in little parcels but in Jarge 
helds. 

When the Iſraelites were ſetled in the promiſed 
Land, every man had his own field, Exad. 22. 5. if 
any mans beaſt did hurt anothers field, he was to 
make reſtituticn out of the beſt of his own eld. 
So the Iſraelites were prohibited to covert their neigh» 
bours held, Deut. 5. 21. Again It was 4 _ for 
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ſome in Ifrgel to dedicate their fields to God for 
ious uſes, Levit. 17. 18, 19. Surely they did not 
dedicate that which was not cheir- own. Achſab Oth- 
niels wite, Calebs daughter, did beg of her Father a 
field, Joſhua 15. 18. which thee would not have 
done, 1t it had not been Calebs own to give : he 
had no fellow commoners to obfirutt his bounty, 
Ruth gleaned in the field of Boaz, Ruth 2.3. Her 
hap was to li; ht on a part of the field belonging co 
Boaz, not as ſome affirm, that Boaz had only 4 part 
of the field, or that part only on which ſhe gleaned, 
but that ſhe gleaned on a parc of that field which did 
wholly belong to Boaz: no interpreters ortranſlators, 
Judge that part of the field only to belong to Boaz, 
Funizs and Trem. render it, accidit ea caju poſſeſſio apr; 
pertinentis ad Bsazum. The poſſeſſion of the ficid be- 
longing to Boaz, hapned to her by chance, the. vul. 
gar tranſlation gttributed to Hierome : accidit ut ille q- 
ger dominum habebat nomine Boaz. It hapned that that 
field had one called Boaz for its owner : I confeſſe this 
is rather an Interpretation then a tranſlation, the He- 
brew verbatim being tranſlated, Et accidit caſus ejus por= 
tio agri ad Boazum : Her chance hapned to be part. of 
the field belonging to Boaz : bur all agree, and none de» 
ny thatthe whole field was his, hence verſ. 22. Nam 
chargeth Ruth that the maidens of Boaz ſee her not in 
any other field, not any other part of the field. The 
ſame Bozz when he marryed Ruth, bought the ficld of 
Naomi, Ruth 4.5. When the Philiſtines ſent back the 
Ark of the Lord, the care was brought into the field 

of Foſua the Bethſhemite ; the other inhabitants of Bet} 

ſhemeſb had its like other fields, but this ficld belonge 
to Foſhua only, 1 Sam. 6. 14, 18. Again, «Abſalon cau- 
ſed hisſervants to ſet on fire Foabs fie]d of corn, 2 Sam, 
14.30,31. And Jeremiah bought the field of Hanameet 
his uacles ſon, Jer. 32. g. By all which it plainly ap. 
pears 
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The I;cleſure of Cl....orp laudicies 
pears thattheſe fields lay not in common z but every 
particular field had its peculiar propriator or owner. 


' When the Scripture mentioneth Land belonging to 


'... Towns, it ſpeaks inthe plural number, as Lackiſh and 


the fields thereof, Neb; 11. 30. but when any particu- 
lar mans field, in the ſingular, Foſ4s field, Foabs field, 


- &c; And ir's probable that ſome of theſe fields were in- 


cloſed, hence the Kings workmen are faid to dyyell 


"among plants and hedges, 1 Chron. 4.23. Now if this 


be ſo, do we give juſt offence to our brethren by lay- 
ing our Land after the platform of the Lands of Gods 
own people, whichwere ſo divided by Gods own ap- 
pointment ? 6r do not rather our brethren take offence 
when none on our part is given ? 

. Laſtly, I have heard that our Lands in England were 
never divided into ſuch ſmall parcels till the daies of 
R. J/iliamthe Conqueror, who fearing the people did 
diſaffe& him, out of State policy commanded the Lands 
to be ſo divided, that the people being buſted about 
diviſion of their Lands, might have no leiſure to di- 
flucb his Government : if this beſo, it'sno juſt offence 
© reſtore qQur Lands to their priſtine order, | 


Thus having I hope fully proved whatI at firſtpro- 
miſed, viz, that our Incloſure of Catthorp is both | 
full and laudable, I conclude with this ſerious profeſſi- 
on, that ifany in the ſpirit of love and meekneſle, by 
ſoft words and ſound reaſons, ſhall evince our Inclo-: 
ſure to be finfu), I ſhall as publickly acknowledge it ag 
I have openly defended our ation. Obſtinacy in any 
thing I judge Idolatry, the covetous man makes his 
mammon* his god, and the hzretickx his opiuion, in 
chat Narciſſus like he is in love with his own ſhadow, 
and the chimzra of his own brain : for my part it's my 
deſire, kerbam dare veritati, (when ever error apperreth 


to be anerror) to fit Cown conquered, and give truth 
F the 
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the vitory : thisI beſt reliſh in others, and by Gd; 

grace will endevour to praQile my fclt. It can be no 
diigraceto be overcome by truth, it's no part of levicy 

nor inconſtancy, to change falikocd for tru:h,and upon 

fight of error to change both opinion and praGtile ; and 

with holy Auguſiin? ingenuouſly retraRt what hath been 

ſaid or done amiſle, ſo God ſhall have the glory, and 

our (culs the comfort. | 

But on the other hand, if any ſhall perfevere in 

their groundleſſe reproaches -of us: magna & ſuſquipe» 

dalia verba ſuſq; deq;, habes. Lofty long footed words, or 

to uſe the Apoſtles expreſſion, Jude 16. Great ſwelling 

words of vanity, which have no more weight than a 
feather, I care not much for. Theſe may hurt themſelves 

but cannot hurt me, who am reſolved to anſwer all ſuch 
opprobrious language, as once Tacitus did anſwer * 

: railing M-tuls. Tu didiciſti male dicere, Ego didici male- 
| difa contemnere : thou haft learned to revile, I have lear- 
ned co (light thy cevilings. | 
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